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Fossil Creek Visitor Study 
 

Introduction 
 
This study was designed to provide a recreation profile of visitors to Fossil Creek and to 
assess their perceptions of the Fossil Creek dam decommissioning, removal of the 
Childs-Irving hydroelectric facilities, and related recreation management changes at 
Fossil Creek.  The study also identifies the differences between recreation users’ 
attributes, activities, and attitudes based upon a pre-decommissioning and post-
decommissioning examination.   The project sought to address these questions: 
 

1. Who are Fossil Creek recreation users? 
2. What activities are Fossil Creek recreation users participating in? 
3. How do visitors feel about the return of full flows to Fossil Creek? 
4. How do visitors feel about Forest Service proposed changes in recreation 

management of Fossil Creek? 
5. How have Fossil Creek recreation user’s attributes, activities, and attitudes 

changed as a result of the decommissioning of the Fossil Creek dam and the 
return of full flows? 

 
Funding for this research was provided by the Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust and 
is part of a larger multi-resource research project designed to document baseline 
conditions prior to Fossil Creek Dam decommissioning and monitor conditions at Fossil 
Creek following the return of full flows. 
 
The basis for this research is the assumption that dam removal and restoration of full 
flows to Fossil Creek will change the nature of recreation use at Fossil Creek.  The 
increased flows could allow for new recreation opportunities to become available and 
could result in changes in the numbers, characteristics, and activities of Fossil Creek 
visitors.  This research provides important baseline data for long-term monitoring of 
recreation use and users of Fossil Creek. 
 

Study Area 
 
Fossil Creek, a tributary of the Verde River, is located almost entirely on lands managed 
by the USDA Forest Service and forms the boundary between the Coconino and Tonto 
National Forests.  Fossil Creek flows through portions of two Wilderness areas, Fossil 
Springs Wilderness and the Mazatzal Wilderness. 
 

Recreation use of Fossil Creek is occurs primarily between upper Fossil Creek (from the 
Irving Power Plant upstream to Fossil Springs) and lower Fossil Creek (from the Irving 
Power Plant downstream to Stehr Lake.1  Access below Irving is primarily via dispersed 
pullouts off Forest Service roads (Figure 1).  Access above Irving is by hiking on either 
                                            
1 Recent decommissioning activities on Fossil Creek have closed visitor access to Stehr Lake and the 
Flume-Irving trail. 
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the Flume-Irving Trail or the Fossil Springs Trail. Trail registry data gathered between 
1998 and 2003 by the U. S. Forest Service showed between 1,604 and 3,068 visitors 
per year on the Flume-Irving Trail and between 5,922 and 26,651 visitors per year on 
the Fossil Springs Trail.  Popular recreation activities in the Fossil Creek area include 
hiking, fishing, swimming, picnicking, overnight dispersed camping, and water play.  In 
2002 the U. S. Forest Service identified approximately 200 established recreation sites 
at Fossil Creek; 110 are located between Fossil Creek and FS roads 708, 502, or 154.  
Of those sites, 41 were classified as riparian, 51 were located in pinyon-juniper and 18 
were located in shrub-grassland (Roughan 2002). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1. Fossil Creek area
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Methods 
 
A combination on-site interview and mail-back questionnaire was used to gather 
information about Fossil Creek visitors (Appendix A).  Visitors were contacted on-site by 
trained interviewers.  The on-site survey consisted of two questions:  “Is this your first 
visit to Fossil Creek?”  Visitors who said this was not their first visit were asked how 
often they had visited Fossil Creek.  Visitors were then asked if they would be willing to 
participate in the visitor survey and those who answered “yes” were given a packet that 
contained the questionnaire, a postage-paid return envelope, and a pencil.  Participants 
were asked to complete the questionnaire at the end of their Fossil Creek visit and mail 
to back to Northern Arizona University (Dillman 1978). 
 
Questions with in the survey were designed to gather information regarding visitor 
demographics, preferred communication strategies, recreation activities, reasons for 
visiting, and perceptions of dam decommissioning and proposed recreation 
management activities.  
 
The 20-question questionnaire was distributed to weekend users at Fossil Creek.  
Surveying was conducted in the fall of 2004, prior to the return of full flows, and in the 
fall of 2005 and 2006.  A total of 416 questionnaires were distributed during the 
sampling periods.  Of those, 260 (63%) were completed, returned, and analyzed.  60% 
of questionnaires returned before the decommissioning of the Fossil Creek dam were 
from users surveyed above Irving and 40% were received from users surveyed below.  
40% of questionnaires returned after the decommissioning of the Fossil Creek dam 
were from users surveyed above Irving and 60% were received from users surveyed 
below.  65% of returned questionnaires were received from users interviewed during the 
fall of 2004 survey period.  35% of returned questionnaires were received from users 
interviewed during the survey periods of fall 2005 and 2006. 
 

Survey Highlights 
 
Survey highlights are organized into bulleted statements presented separately for the 
pre-decommissioning sample and the post-decommissioning samples.  For more 
detailed information on survey results, see the Summary Tables.  Highlights are 
organized into four sections: Visitor Demographics; Visit Characteristics; Visitor 
Concerns, Attitudes, and Recommendations; and Significant differences between 
Recreation Users, Pre and Post-decommissioning of the Fossil Creek dam. 
 

Visitor Demographics 
 
Pre-decommissioning: 

 
• Fossil Creek attracts visitors from the surrounding region, across the country and 

from foreign countries. The majority of visitors (96%) surveyed were from Arizona 
and 62% of them were from the Phoenix metropolitan area. 
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• Most of the visitors surveyed were Caucasian (88%), followed by Hispanic (7%), 
and African American (1%), Asian (1%), and Native American (1%). 

• 66% of visitors surveyed were male and 34% were female. 
 

• 71% of visitors surveyed were employed full-time, 7% were retired, and 13% 
were students. 

 
Post-decommissioning: 

 
• Most visitors were from Arizona (94%), primarily the Phoenix metropolitan area 

(58%). 
 
• Caucasian visitors were the most prevalent group (97%), followed Hispanic (1%), 

African American (1%), and Pacific Islander (1%). 
 

• 74% of post-dam decommissioning visitors were male and 26% were female. 
 

• 75% of visitors surveyed post-dam decommissioning were employed full-time, 
10% were retired, and 8% were students.  

 
Visit Characteristics 

 
Pre-decommissioning: 
 

• Groups were composed mainly of friends (26%), family and friends (25%), and 
families (21%).  Another group type identified in the survey was the Boy Scouts 
who made up a majority of the “other” group type (24%).  Very few visitors were 
alone (3%) 

 
• Visitors spent most of their time at Fossil Creek in the Fossil Springs area (49%).  

11% of visitors spent most of their time below Irving and 19% near Stehr Lake. 
 
• The average group size was 9 people even though the most common group size 

was 2 people, the largest group included 40 people and the smallest group size 
was 1 person. 

 
• For most visitors surveyed (62%) this was not their first time to Fossil Creek.  Of 

these, 47% said they were occasional visitors, visiting Fossil Creek two or more 
times per year.  50% of the repeat visitors also reported no noticeable change in 
recreation use or increased impact in the area. 

 
• Of all the visitors, 43% reported staying more than one day and 31% reported 

staying for only two to six hours.  
 

• 67% of visitors accessed Fossil Creek from Strawberry, with the remaining 33% 
accessing via the Verde Valley. 
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• On a rating of 1-9, with 1 being not at all crowded and 9 being extremely 
crowded, 22% of visitors said they were not at all crowded and 5% said that they 
were extremely crowded. 

 
• From a list of possible reasons for visiting Fossil Creek, the reasons at least half 

of visitors said were “extremely important” included: 
o To view scenery (91%) 
o To enjoy the sounds and smells of nature (83%) 
o To see Fossil Creek (76%)  
o To be with family and friends (65%) 
o To get away from the usual demands of life (67%) 
o To be with people who enjoy the same things I do (64%) 
o To experience tranquility (64%) 
o To relieve stress and tension (62%) 
o To rest and relax (59%) 

 
Reasons at least half of visitors said were “not important” included: 

o To take risks (81%) 
o To party (76%)  
o To go fishing and/or hunting (71%) 
o To do something creative such as sketch, paint, take photographs (61%) 
o To see the dam (54%) 

 
• The most popular activities at Fossil Creek included: 

o Sightseeing (88%) 
o Walking (73%) 
o Swimming (65%) 
o Hiking (day use) (62%) 
o Wading (56%) 
o Watching wildlife (50%) 
o Picnicking (48%) 
o Photography (40%) 

 
• Visitors experienced few problems at Fossil Creek.  From a list of problems 

visitors may have encountered, litter was the problem most often mentioned. 
 

Post-decommissioning: 
 

• Groups were composed of friends (39%), family and friends (24%), and families 
(24%).  Very few visitors were alone (4%). 

 
• Visitors spent most of their time at Fossil Creek in the Fossil Springs area (39%).  

19% of visitors spent most of their time below Irving and 2% near Stehr Lake. 
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• The average group size was 5 people, even though the most common group size 
was 2 people, the largest group included 20 people and the smallest group size 
was 1 person. 

 
• For most visitors surveyed (61%) this was not their first time to Fossil Creek.  Of 

these, 41% reported they were occasional visitors, visiting Fossil Creek two or 
more times per year.  38% of the repeat visitors reported no noticeable change in 
recreation use or increased impact in the area.  31% of visitors surveyed 
classified themselves as frequent visitors 

 
• 42% of the visitors stayed more than one day and 24% stayed for two to six 

hours.  
 

• 73% of visitors accessed the Fossil Creek area from Strawberry, with the 
remaining 27% accessing via the Verde Valley. 

 
• On a rating of 1-9, with 1 being not at all crowded and 9 being extremely 

crowded, 25% of visitors said they were not at all crowded and 0% said that they 
were extremely crowded. 

 
• From a list of possible reasons for visiting Fossil Creek, the reasons at least half 

of visitors said were “extremely important” included: 
o To view scenery (87%) 
o To see Fossil Creek (75%) 
o To enjoy the sounds and smells of nature (72%) 
o To be with family and friends (68%) 
o To get away from the usual demands of life (66%) 
o To rest and relax (65%) 
o To experience tranquility (61%) 
o To be with people who enjoy the same things I do (60%) 
o To relieve stress and tension (60%) 

 
Reasons at least half of visitors said were “not important” included: 

o To party (82%)  
o To go fishing and/or hunting (72%) 
o To take risks (64%) 
o To see the dam (62%) 
o To do something creative such as sketch, paint, take photographs (53%) 

 
• The most popular activities at Fossil Creek included: 

o Sightseeing (90%) 
o Walking (71%) 
o Hiking (day use) (51%) 
o Swimming (49%) 
o Watching wildlife (48%) 
o Photography (46%) 
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o Wading (41%) 
o Picnicking (36%) 

 
• Visitors experienced similar problems after the dam was decommissioned.  Litter 

was again the problem most often mentioned. 
 

Visitor Concerns, Attitudes, and Recommendations 
 
Pre-decommissioning: 
 

• 46% of visitors supported the removal of the non-native fish, 17% did not support 
removal of non-native and 37% did not feel strongly either way. 

   
• The majority (52%) of visitors supported removal of the dam to restore full flows 

to Fossil Creek. 
 
• The majority (75%) of visitors surveyed were not interested in being part of a 

“Friends of Fossil Creek group”.  
 

• From a list of potential sources regarding how people would prefer to get their 
information about Fossil Creek, visitors most often selected: 

o On-site information kiosks or bulletin boards (60%) 
o On the Forest Service Website (52%) 
o Brochures, other information available on-site that I can take with me 

(37%) 
o Be on a Fossil Creek mailing list (30%) 

 
• The majority of visitors (56%) felt that garbage cans at recreation sites were 

extremely important.  Other important services included:  dispersed 
(undeveloped) campsites (46%), restroom facilities (42%) and a system of 
designated trails in the Fossil Creek area (38%). 

 
• Two-thirds (68%) of Fossil Creek visitors do not support allowing only day use 

and prohibiting campfires (62%) above Irving.   
 

• 66% supported the construction of a trail system between Irving and the current 
dam site. 

 
• 63% supported allowing camping only in designated dispersed (undeveloped) 

campsites below Irving.  56% supported limiting vehicle access near the creek, 
and 62% supported the construction of a non-motorized trail along Fossil Creek 
between Irving and the junction of Forest Roads 708 and 502.   

 
• 76% supported providing on-site interpretive information on the natural and 

cultural features of Fossil Creek in the middle Fossil Creek area. 
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Post-decommissioning: 
 

• 48% of visitors supported the removal of the non-native fish, 10% did not support 
removal of non-native and 42% did not feel strongly either way.  

  
• The majority (63%) of visitors supported removal of the dam to restore full flows 

to Fossil Creek. 
 
• The majority (77%) of visitors surveyed were not interested in being part of a 

“Friends of Fossil Creek group”.  
 

• From a list of potential sources regarding how people would prefer to get their 
information about Fossil Creek, visitors most often selected: 

o On-site information kiosks or bulletin boards (55%) 
o On the Forest Service Website (44%) 
o Brochures, other information available on-site that I can take with me 

(36%) 
o Be on a Fossil Creek mailing list (28%) 

 
• The majority of visitors (51%) felt that garbage cans at recreation sites were 

extremely important.  Other important services included:  dispersed 
(undeveloped) campsites (47%), a system of designated trails in the Fossil Creek 
area (34%), and restroom facilities (32%). 

 
• 70% of Fossil Creek visitors do not support allowing only day use and prohibiting 

campfires (72%) above Irving.   
 

• 57% supported the construction of a trail system between Irving and the current 
dam site. 

 
• 65% supported allowing camping only in designated dispersed (undeveloped) 

campsites below Irving.  60% supported limiting vehicle access near the creek, 
and 53% supported the construction of a non-motorized trail along Fossil Creek 
between Irving and the junction of Forest Roads 708 and 502.   

 
• 71% supported providing on-site interpretive information on the natural and 

cultural features of Fossil Creek in the middle Fossil Creek area. 
 
 
Differences between Recreation Users, Pre and Post-decommissioning of the 
Fossil Creek dam 
 
The surveys taken before and after the Fossil Creek dam was decommissioned are 
similar.  There are a few obvious differences between the sample groups from these 
two periods.  Some of these highlights are detailed below. 
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• Users from the Flagstaff, Tucson, and out of state areas doubled. 
 
• Hispanic use decreased from 7% to 1%. 
 
• Full time students increased activities in the fossil creek area from 7% to 14%. 
 
• Retired users decreased from 10% to 3%. 
 
• Stehr Lake users declined from 19% to 2%, while the number of visitors 

increased below FS 708/502 junction to BM 3715 from 5% to 13%, and 
increased below Irving to and including FS 708 bridge from 11% to 19%. 

 
• The number of recreation users who identified themselves as “frequent” visitors 

(once a month or more) visitors increased from 19% to 31%. 
 
• The total number of recreation users who have noticed changes in recreation 

uses or impacts such as more people, traffic, or litter decreased from 50% to 
38%. 

 
• Recreation users who identified risk taking as extremely important or somewhat 

important doubled. 
 
• The number of swimmers decreased from 65% to 49%.  Recreation users 

participating in driving for pleasure nearly doubled from 24% to 44%.  The 
number of fishermen decreased from 18% to 7%; mountain bikers increased 
from 2% to 8%; hunters increased from 3% to 10%; and participants in fluming 
decreased from 20% to 4%. 

 
• 12% of returned surveys taken after the decommissioning of the Fossil Creek 

dam reported kayaking as an activity where as kayaking was not reported as an 
activity before the dam was decommissioned. 

 
Conclusions 

 
Several obvious inconsistencies arise when analyzing the data from the sample 
population, making conclusive inferences difficult to substantiate.  For example, the 
sample size of recreation users surveyed before the decommissioning of the Fossil 
Creek dam is almost double the sample size of recreation users surveyed after the 
dam was decommissioned.  Furthermore, all the data from this report was collected 
during three survey periods, fall of 2004, 2005, and 2006.  Though it is easy to 
identify differences from year to year, it is difficult to accurately distinguish trends 
with only a period of two years to establish normality and one year to recognize 
departure from routine conditions.  Though this survey focuses upon a more 
comprehensive profile, most campsite monitoring is based around a five year re-
inventory cycle (Cole 1989, 2002).  This is to allow sufficient time for changes to be 
clearly identified as trends rather than fluctuations from year to year (Cole 2002). 
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Despite the drawbacks, several apparent differences begin to emerge when survey 
results are grouped into pre and post-decommissioning of the Fossil Creek dam 
categories (detailed in above highlights section).  Kayaking, for example, was a 
recreation activity unavailable to the public before full water flows were returned to 
Fossil Creek.  Contrarily, fluming is a recreation activity no longer available to the 
public because the Fossil Creek dam has been demolished.   
 
The fluctuations in user demographics and behavior could be representative of 
normal conditions and activities at Fossil Creek but may also portend long term 
changes.  The monitoring program and visitor survey will need to be continued if 
trends are to be identified with any certainty.  Finally, this program ensures that 
recreation users contribute to the management of public resources by identifying 
their attributes, activities, and attitudes.  With this information, natural resource, land, 
and recreation managers should be able to supply a complete spectrum of 
recreation opportunities, adhering to a bio-centric approach to produce values and 
benefits for recreation users (Hendee and Dawson 2002).           
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Summary Tables 
  

Section 1: Visitor Demographics 
 
Table 1:1 Home State Pre Dam Decommissioning Post Dam Decommissioning 
State or Location of Origin Percent of Visitors 
Arizona 96% 94% 

Phoenix Metropolitan 62% 58% 
Payson 5% 4% 
Flagstaff 6% 12% 
Prescott 3% 2% 
Tucson 2% 4% 

Other AZ communities 22% 20% 
Out of State 3% 6% 
Out of Country 1% 0% 
      (n = 170) (n = 90) 

 
Table 1:2 Race Pre Dam Decommissioning Post Dam Decommissioning 
Demographic Association Percent of Visitors 
African American 1% 1% 
Asian 1% 0% 
Caucasian 88% 97% 
Hispanic 7% 1% 
Native American 1% 0% 
Pacific Islander 0% 1% 
Other 2% 0% 
      (n = 160) (n = 87) 

 
Table 1:3 Gender Pre Dam Decommissioning Post Dam Decommissioning 
  Percent of Visitors 
Male 66% 74% 
Female 34% 26% 
      (n = 165) (n = 88) 

 
Table 1:4 Employment Status Pre Dam Decommissioning Post Dam Decommissioning 
  Percent of Visitors 
Full-time student 7% 14% 
Part-time student 1% 2% 
Unemployed 1% 0% 
Retired 10% 3% 
Employed full-time  75% 78% 
Employed part-time 3% 2% 
Full-time homemaker/care giver 1% 0% 
Other 2% 1% 
      (n = 155) (n = 88) 
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Section 2: Visit Characteristics 
 
Table 2:1 Group Type Pre Dam Decommissioning Post Dam Decommissioning 
  Percent of Visitors 
Alone 3% 4% 
Family 21% 24% 
Friends 26% 39% 
Family and friends 25% 24% 
School group 1% 2% 
Other* 24% 7% 
*Primarily Boy Scout groups (n = 166) (n = 90) 

 
Table 2:2 Where Visitors Spend the Most Time  Pre Dam Decommissioning Post Dam Decommissioning 
Fossil Creek Zone  Percent of Visitors 
Irving to Fossil Springs  49% 39% 
Below Irving to and including FR 708 bridge  11% 19% 
Below bridge to and including FR 708/502 junction  3% 4% 
Below FR 708/502 junction to BM 3715  5% 13% 
Below BM 3715 (Stehr Lake area)  19% 2% 
Multiple areas above Irving  3% 2% 
Multiple areas Irving to Stehr Lake  5% 10% 
Multiple areas above and below Irving  5% 11% 
           (n = 144) (n = 73) 

 
Table 2:3 Group Size Pre Dam Decommissioning Post Dam Decommissioning 
Minimum: 1 1 
Maximum: 40 20 
Mean: 9 5 
Mode: 2 2 
      (n = 155) (n = 89) 

 
Table 2:4 Visitor Frequency Pre Dam Decommissioning Post Dam Decommissioning 
First Visit? Percent of Visitors 
Yes 38% 39% 
No 62% 61% 
   (n = 165) (n = 90) 
     
Frequent 19% 31% 
Occasional 47% 41% 
Annual 17% 15% 
Infrequent 17% 13% 
   (n = 100) (n = 54) 

  
50% 38% 

  
Percentage of visitors who 
have noticed changes in 
recreation use or impacts (n = 101) (n = 53) 
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Table 2:5 Length of Stay Pre Dam Decommissioning Post Dam Decommissioning 
  Percent of Visitors 
2 hours of less 8% 12% 
Between 2 and 6 hours 31% 24% 
Between 6 and 12 hours 18% 22% 
More than 1 day 43% 42% 
      (n = 169) (n = 90) 

 
Pre Dam Decommissioning Post Dam Decommissioning Table 2:6 Access to Fossil 

Creek Percent of Visitors 
From Strawberry 67% 73% 
From the Verde Valley 33% 27% 
      (n = 166) (n = 90) 

 
Table 2:7 Visitor Density Pre Dam Decommissioning Post Dam Decommissioning 
Feeling Crowded? Percent of Visitors 
Not at all crowded 22% 25% 
Slightly crowded 19% 8% 
Extremely crowded 5% 0% 

  
  
  

Mean score calculated on a 1 
to 9 scale,with 1 = Not at all 
crowded, and 9 = extremely 
crowded (n = 167) (n = 89) 
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Pre Dam Decommissioning Post Dam Decommissioning Table 2:8 Reasons for 

Visiting Fossil Creek 
   

Extremely 
important 

Somewhat 
important 

Not 
important

Extremely 
important 

Somewhat 
important 

Not 
important

      Percent of Visitors 
           To enjoy the sounds and 

smells of nature 83% 15% 2% 72% 26% 2% 
To feel isolated 42% 43% 15% 54% 31% 15% 
To see the dam 16% 30% 54% 15% 23% 62% 
To see Fossil Creek 76% 23% 1% 75% 20% 5% 
To relieve stress and tension 62% 27% 11% 13% 27% 60% 

       To bring back pleasant 
memories 38% 35% 27% 33% 39% 28% 
To be with family or friends 65% 28% 7% 68% 25% 7% 

       To be with people who enjoy 
the same things I do 64% 26% 10% 60% 33% 7% 

       To exercise and improve my 
physical fitness 47% 39% 14% 16% 38% 46% 
To view the scenery 91% 7% 1% 87% 13% 0% 
To party 8% 16% 76% 1% 17% 82% 

       
       

To do something creative 
such as sketch, paint, or take 
photographs 11% 28% 61% 15% 32% 53% 
To take risks 6% 13% 81% 12% 24% 64% 

       To experience a cooler 
temperature 37% 36% 27% 24% 39% 37% 
To experience tranquility 64% 29% 7% 61% 35% 4% 
To rest and relax 59% 29% 12% 65% 32% 3% 
To camp and have a fire 36% 27% 37% 44% 17% 39% 
To go swimming 47% 28% 25% 36% 33% 31% 
To hike or backpack 62% 27% 10% 57% 30% 12% 

       To show visiting friends and 
relatives 25% 35% 40% 27% 26% 47% 

       Just curious to see what was 
here 32% 37% 31% 36% 33% 31% 
To experience solitude 36% 45% 19% 44% 35% 21% 
To wade in the creek 44% 33% 23% 36% 28% 36% 

       To get away from the usual 
demands of life 67% 26% 7% 66% 30% 4% 
To visit the Verde Hot Springs 19% 31% 50% 23% 29% 48% 
To go fishing or hunting 13% 16% 71% 14% 14% 72% 
      (n = 163) (n = 89) 
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Table 2:9 Activities Pre Dam Decommissioning Post Dam Decommissioning 
      Percent of Visitors 
Sightseeing 88% 90% 
Swimming 65% 49% 
Rock collecting or prospecting 12% 7% 
Picnicking 48% 36% 
Driving for pleasure 24% 44% 
Watching wildlife 50% 48% 
Camping near vehicle 34% 26% 
Walking 73% 71% 
Viewing Indian ruins 9% 7% 
Target shooting 7% 10% 
Photography 40% 46% 
Writing for pleasure 4% 4% 
Fishing 18% 7% 
Hot springing 25% 23% 
Mountain biking 2% 8% 
Backpack camping 25% 26% 
Wading 56% 41% 
Sunbathing 24% 21% 
Meditation 22% 29% 
Hiking (day use) 62% 51% 
Horseback riding 2% 1% 
Partying 18% 9% 
Bird watching 13% 13% 
Nature study 16% 18% 
Reading for pleasure 13% 16% 
Hunting 3% 10% 
Fluming 20% 4% 

  
  

Percentages represent the 
number of surveys with "yes" 
responses from the total 
sample  (n = 165) (n = 90) 
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Section 3: Visitor Concerns, Attitudes, and Recommendations 

 
 
 

Pre Dam Decommissioning Post Dam Decommissioning Table 3:1 Problems Visitors 
may have Encountered         
   
   

Not a 
Problem

Slight 
Problem 

Moderate 
Problem 

Serious 
Problem

Very 
Serious 
Problem 

Not a 
Problem

Slight 
Problem

Moderate 
Problem 

Serious 
Problem

Very 
Serious 
Problem

      Percent of Visitors 
Litter on the roadside 39% 29% 16% 8% 8% 38% 31% 16% 8% 7% 
Litter in the camping area 21% 25% 20% 15% 19% 26% 29% 16% 15% 14% 
Litter near or in Fossil Creek 28% 31% 22% 9% 10% 35% 33% 17% 8% 7% 
Vandalism 60% 20% 11% 5% 4% 72% 25% 2% 0% 1% 
Too few rules and regulations 78% 8% 10% 1% 3% 74% 14% 8% 3% 1% 
Unleashed dogs in the area 74% 13% 6% 5% 2% 82% 11% 5% 1% 1% 
People shouting and yelling 65% 20% 8% 4% 3% 79% 13% 6% 1% 1% 
Lack of law enforcement 80% 9% 6% 3% 2% 80% 14% 5% 0% 1% 
Dogs with visitors 82% 11% 4% 2% 1% 85% 12% 2% 0% 1% 

           Lack of emergency contact 
information 65% 15% 11% 5% 4% 64% 20% 12% 1% 3% 
Livestock in the area 93% 3% 4% 0% 0% 93% 2% 2% 1% 2% 
Nudity 93% 5% 1% 1% 0% 92% 3% 2% 1% 2% 
People being inconsiderate 67% 17% 8% 4% 4% 73% 14% 10% 3% 0% 

           Too few commercial 
establishments in the area 94% 4% 1% 0% 1% 92% 5% 3% 0% 0% 
Off road vehicles in the area 88% 5% 5% 1% 1% 77% 13% 7% 1% 2% 
Airplanes flying overhead 92% 5% 2% 1% 0% 87% 7% 4% 0% 2% 
Vegetation damage 71% 13% 14% 2% 0% 66% 23% 6% 4% 1% 
Cut tree limbs 70% 17% 8% 4% 1% 67% 16% 11% 4% 2% 
              
      (n = 164) (n = 86) 



 17

Table 3:2 Restoration of Fossil Creek Native Fish Pre Dam Decommissioning Post Dam Decommissioning 
Feelings About Removal of Non-Native Fish from Fossil Creek Percent of Visitors 

     Support removal of non-
native fish    46% 48% 

     Do not support removal of 
non-native fish    17% 10% 

     Do not feel strongly one way 
or the other    37% 42% 
            (n = 169) (n = 90) 

 
Table 3:3 Restoration of Fossil Creek Historic Flow Rates Pre Dam Decommissioning Post Dam Decommissioning 
Feelings About Removal of Dam to Restore Flow to Fossil 
Creek Percent of Visitors 

     Support removal of the dam 
to restore full flows    52% 63% 

     Do not support removal of the 
dam to restore full flows    31% 14% 

     Do not feel strongly one way 
or the other    17% 23% 
            (n = 166) (n = 90) 

 
Pre Dam Decommissioning Post Dam Decommissioning Table 3:4 Percentage of Visitors Interested in 

Volunteering to Work with USFS to Manage and Protect 
Fossil Creek Percent of Visitors 
Not Interested     75% 77% 
Interested     25% 23% 
            (n = 157) (n = 84) 
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Pre Dam Decommissioning Post Dam Decommissioning Table 3:5 Preferred Sources of Information About Fossil 

Creek Percent of Visitors 
On-Site information kiosks or bulletin boards 60% 55% 
Interacting with Forest Service staff on-site 24% 23% 
Contacting Forest Service offices 16% 15% 
On the Forest Service website 52% 44% 
Be on a Fossil Creek mailing list 30% 28% 
Brochures, other information available on-site that can be 
taken 37% 36% 
Self-guided interpretive trails on-site 27% 30% 
I am not interested in receiving information about Fossil Creek 10% 11% 

  Percentages represent the number of surveys with "yes" 
responses from the total sample  (n = 164) (n = 87) 
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Pre Dam Decommissioning Post Dam Decommissioning Table 3:6 Services Preferred 
at Fossil Creek 
   

Extremely 
Important 

Somewhat 
Important 

Not 
Important

Don't 
Know 

Extremely 
important 

Somewhat 
important 

Not 
important

Don't 
Know 

      Percent of Visitors 
Restroom facilities 42% 30% 28% 0% 32% 40% 27% 1% 
Drinking Water 25% 29% 45% 1% 11% 38% 51% 0% 
Developed campgrounds 7% 20% 72% 1% 3% 24% 71% 2% 
Developed picnic areas 6% 24% 69% 1% 8% 22% 65% 5% 
Group campsites 5% 24% 68% 3% 4% 20% 70% 6% 
Group picnic (day use) areas 7% 23% 68% 2% 7% 19% 69% 5% 
Directional signs on the roads 23% 29% 47% 1% 27% 36% 35% 2% 
Directional signs on the trails 24% 31% 43% 2% 31% 35% 33% 1% 

         Having Forest Service 
personnel on-site 6% 27% 64% 3% 6% 28% 65% 1% 
Garbage cans at recreation 
areas 56% 27% 15% 2% 51% 28% 20% 1% 
Handicapped access to the 
creek 8% 27% 55% 10% 6% 27% 54% 13% 
Fishing opportunities 48% 26% 21% 5% 19% 26% 48% 7% 
Dispersed (undeveloped) 
camping 46% 34% 18% 2% 47% 25% 24% 4% 
Designated dispersed 
campsites 15% 32% 47% 6% 22% 29% 42% 7% 

         Historical interpretation of the 
Childs and Irving power plants 28% 35% 34% 3% 25% 42% 31% 2% 

         A system of designated trails in 
the Fossil Creek area 38% 30% 30% 2% 34% 38% 26% 2% 
            
      (n = 160) (n = 85) 
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Pre Dam Decommissioning Post Dam Decommissioning Table 3:7 Proposed 
Management Changes   
   Support 

Do not 
support 

Don't 
know Support 

Do not 
support 

Don't 
know 

      Percent of Visitors 
       Upper Fossil Creek - Irving 

upstream        
Allow day use only 23% 68% 9% 20% 70% 10% 
Prohibit campfires 28% 62% 10% 21% 72% 7% 

       
       

Construct a trail system 
between Fossil Springs and 
the current dam site 66% 22% 12% 57% 20% 23% 

       Middle Fossil Creek - 
Irving downstream 2.9 
miles        

       
       

Continue to allow camping 
but only in designated 
undeveloped sites 63% 24% 13% 65% 25% 10% 

       Move undeveloped camping 
away from the creek 38% 47% 15% 30% 58% 12% 
Limit vehicle access near 
creek 56% 34% 10% 60% 32% 9% 

       
       
       

Construct a non-motorized 
trail along the creek between 
Irving and the junction of FR 
708 and 502 62% 22% 16% 53% 23% 24% 

       
       

Provide on-site interpretive 
information explaining the 
natural and cultural features 76% 13% 11% 71% 18% 11% 
      (n = 144) (n = 81) 
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Appendix A: On-Site Interview and Survey Questionnaire 
 
On-Site Interview 
Fossil Creek Visitor Survey 
Date: 
 
 
Hi, my name is _________ and I work for Northern Arizona University. I am working with the 
Forest Service to gather information on visitors to Fossil Creek. Do you have a few minutes to 
answer a couple of Questions? (If NO, thank them, if YES, continue.) 
 
 
 
1. Is this your first visit to Fossil Creek? (check one) 
  ___ Yes 
  ___ No → (If No) Would you call yourself a … (check one) 
     ___ Frequent visitor (visit once a month or more) 
     ___ Occasional visitor (visitor 2 or more time/year) 
     ___ Annual visitor (once a year) 
     ___ Infrequent visitor (less than once a year) 
 
 
 
We would like you to fill out a postage-paid mail-back survey about your visit to Fossil Creek. 
Completing the questionnaire should take about 15-20 minutes and the results are confidential.  
  ___ Yes, I am willing to complete a mail back questionnaire  
  ___ No, I am not willing to complete a mail back questionnaire 

___ If yes, may we have your name and address so we can 
send you a reminder should you forget to return the Survey? 

 
 
 
Name __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ________________________________________________________________ 
 
City ________________________________ State _______________ Zip ____________  
 
Country _____________________________ 
 
        ID Number ______________ 
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Fossil Creek Visitor Survey 
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SCHOOL OF FORESTRY 
 
Dear Fossil Creek Visitor:  
 
Thanks for agreeing to share your opinions about this special area.  The questions in 
this booklet relate to your visit to Fossil Creek when you were contacted by an 
interviewer and given the survey packet. 
 
This is your opportunity to help direct the future management of Fossil Creek.  You are 
one of a small number of visitors who are being asked to give their opinions about this 
area.  Information from this survey will help recreation managers better manage 
recreation use on Fossil Creek and provide the type of recreation that best meets 
visitors’ needs while protecting this very special resource. 
 
It should take you about 15-20 minutes to complete the questionnaire.  There are no 
right or wrong answers and your responses will remain confidential.  When you have 
finished the questionnaire, please return it to us in the enclosed postage-paid envelope.   
 
If you have any questions or comments about this survey, please feel free to contact 
me, the study director: 
 
 Dr. Marty Lee 
 School of Forestry 
 Box 15018 
 Northern Arizona University 
 Flagstaff, AZ  86011 
 (928) 523-6644 
 martha.lee@nau.edu 
 
Thank you again for your help! 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      Marty Lee 
      Project Manager    
 
Cover photo taken by Sylvester Allred 
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Section I.  Your Visit to Fossil Creek 
 
1.  What type of group are you with? (check one) 

 
____alone 

 ____ family 
 ____ friends 
 ____ family and friends 
 ____ school group  
 ____ other (please describe) __________________________ 
 
 
 
2.   How many people in your group (including yourself) are in the following age  
      classes? 
 
 ____ Children (5 and under) 

____ Youth (6-17 years old) 
____ Adult (18-61 years old) 

 ____ Senior (62+ years old) 
  
  ____TOTAL Group Size      
 
 
 
3.   How long was your visit to Fossil Creek? (check one) 
 
 ____2 hours or less 
 ____between 2 and 6 hours (1/2 day) 
 ____between 6-12 hours (1 day) 
 ____more than 1 day  How many days?   _______days 
 
 
 
4. How did you access the Fossil Creek area? (check one)  
 
 ____ from Strawberry  
 ____ from the Verde Valley 
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5. People have many reasons for visiting national forests. A number of these reasons 
are listed below. Circle the number that best describes the importance of each of the 
following reasons for why you visited Fossil Creek. 

 

 
Extremely 
Important 

Somewhat 
Important 

Not 
Important 

To enjoy the sounds and smells of nature 3 2 1 
To feel isolated 3 2 1 
To see the dam 3 2 1 
To see Fossil Creek 3 2 1 
To relieve stress and tension 3 2 1 
To bring back pleasant memories 3 2 1 
To be with family or friends 3 2 1 
To be with people who enjoy the same things 
I do 3 2 1 
To exercise and improve my physical fitness 3 2 1 
To view the scenery 3 2 1 
To party 3 2 1 
To do something creative such as sketch, 
paint, take photographs 3 2 1 
To take risks 3 2 1 
To experience a cooler temperature 3 2 1 
To experience tranquility 3 2 1 
To rest and relax 3 2 1 
To camp and have a fire 3 2 1 
To go swimming 3 2 1 
To hike/backpack  3 2 1 
To show visiting friends and relatives 3 2 1 
Just curious to see what was here 3 2 1 
To experience solitude 3 2 1 
To wade in the creek 3 2 1 
To get away from the usual demands of life 3 2 1 
To visit the Verde Hot Springs 3 2 1 
To go fishing and/or hunting 3 2 1 

   
Please list any additional reasons not included in the list above that had a strong 
influence on your decision to come to Fossil Creek. 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________   
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6. In which of the following activities did you participate during your visit to Fossil  
    Creek?  (check all that apply) 
 

____ Sightseeing               ____ Mountain biking                           
____ Swimming          ____ Backpack camping    
____ Rock collecting/prospecting ____ Wading 
____ Picnicking                   ____ Sunbathing 
____ Driving for pleasure    ____ Meditation                                    
____ Watching wildlife  ____ Hiking (day use)        
____ Camping near vehicle           ____ Horseback riding 
____ Walking                      ____ Partying  
____ Viewing Indian ruins  ____ Bird watching 
____ Target shooting                    ____ Nature study 
____ Photography               ____ Reading for pleasure 
____ Writing for pleasure  ____ Hunting 
____ Fishing    ____ Fluming 
____ Hot springing 

 
 
7.  Is this your first visit to Fossil Creek? (Check one) 
 
     ____Yes   (If Yes) skip to question 8. 
  
 ____ No    (If No)  a.  Would you call yourself a … (check one) 
 
          ____ Frequent visitor (once a month or more) 

      ____ Occasional visitor (visitor 2 or more times/year) 
          ____ Annual visitor (once a year) 
          ____ Infrequent visitor (less than once a year) 
 

b. Since you have been coming to Fossil Creek, have   
      you noticed any changes in recreation use or  
      recreation impacts? 
 

                          ____ No 
           
           ____ Yes   (If Yes)  Please briefly describe: 
 
    _____________________________________________  
 
    _____________________________________________   
 
    _____________________________________________   
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8.   In general, how crowded did you feel during your visit to Fossil Creek? (circle  
       one number) 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
                   Not at all                   Slightly                     Moderately                 Extremely  
                     crowded                   crowded                     crowded                   crowded 
 
 
 
9.  Activities designed to restore Fossil Creek to a more natural state are scheduled  
     to begin in fall 2004.  The non-native fish in Fossil Creek will be removed and a  
     fish barrier installed to protect the native fish from competition from non-native  
     fish.  The Fossil Springs dam is scheduled for removal by December 31, 2004 to  
     restore a full flow of water to Fossil Creek.   
 
       How do you feel about: 
 
 a.  the removal of non-native fish from Fossil Creek?  (check one) 
 
  ____ I support removal of non-native fish 
  ____ I do not support removal of non-native fish 
  ____ I do not feel strongly one way or another 
 
 b.  the removal of the dam to restore full flow to Fossil Creek?  (check one) 
 
  ____ I support removal of the dam to restore full flows 

____ I do not support removal of the dam to restore full flows 
  ____ I do not feel strongly one way or another 
 
 
 
10.  Are you interested in being a member of a volunteer group (“Friends of Fossil  
       Creek” for example) that would work with the Forest Service to manage and   
       protect Fossil Creek? (check one) 
 
 ____ No   

____ Yes  (If Yes)   Please put your name and address on a separate piece  
                                   of paper and return it to us along with your questionnaire.   
      We will give that information to the Forest Service 

 
 
 
11.  Take a minute to look at the map on the following pages.  Please mark an X on the  
        map where you spent the most time at Fossil Creek. 
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Section II. Managing Recreation Use of the Fossil Creek Area 
 
12.   Fossil Creek managers are interested in any problems you may have    
        encountered during your visit in the place you marked on the map (Question 11).    
        Circle the number that best describes how serious you found each to be. 
 

 
Not a 

problem 
Slight 

problem 
Moderate 
problem 

Serious 
problem 

Very 
serious 
problem 

Litter on the roadside 1 2 3 4 5 
Litter in camping areas 1 2 3 4 5 
Litter near or in Fossil Creek 1 2 3 4 5 
Vandalism 1 2 3 4 5 
Too few rules and regulations 1 2 3 4 5 
Unleashed dogs in the area 1 2 3 4 5 
People shouting and yelling 1 2 3 4 5 
Lack of law enforcement 1 2 3 4 5 
Dogs with visitors 1 2 3 4 5 
Lack of emergency contact 
information 1 2 3 4 5 
Livestock in the area 1 2 3 4 5 
Nudity 1 2 3 4 5 
People being inconsiderate 1 2 3 4 5 
Too few commercial 
establishments in the area 1 2 3 4 5 
Off road vehicles in the area 1 2 3 4 5 
Airplanes flying overhead 1 2 3 4 5 
Vegetation damage 1 2 3 4 5 
Cut tree limbs 1 2 3 4 5 

 
 
 
13.  Fossil Creek managers are interested in the types of information services you  
       would find most useful for providing information about Fossil Creek. Which of the  
       following ways of receiving information would you prefer?  (check all that apply) 
 

____ on-site information kiosks or bulletin boards 
 ____ interacting with Forest Service staff on-site  
 ____ contacting Forest Service offices 
 ____ on the Forest Service website 
 ____ be on a Fossil Creek mailing list  
 ____ brochures, other information available on-site that I can take with me  
 ____ self-guided interpretative trails on-site 
 ____ I am not interested in receiving information about Fossil Creek 
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14.   There are many kinds of services that Fossil Creek managers could provide to  
         Fossil Creek visitors. Below is a list of facilities and services that could be  
         provided at Fossil Creek. 
 
Please indicate how important you think each would be in enhancing recreation on 
Fossil Creek. (circle one number for each) 
 

 
Extremely 
important 

Somewhat 
important 

Not 
important 

Don't 
know 

Restroom facilities 3 2 1 DK 
Drinking water 3 2 1 DK 
Developed campgrounds 3 2 1 DK 
Developed picnic areas 3 2 1 DK 
Group campsites 3 2 1 DK 
Group picnic (day use) areas 3 2 1 DK 
Directional signs on the roads 3 2 1 DK 
Directional signs on trails 3 2 1 DK 
Having Forest Service personnel on-
site 3 2 1 DK 
Garbage cans at recreation sites 3 2 1 DK 
Handicapped access to the creek 3 2 1 DK 
Fishing opportunities 3 2 1 DK 
Dispersed (undeveloped) campsites 3 2 1 DK 
Designated dispersed campsites 3 2 1 DK 
Historical interpretation of the Childs 
and Irving power plants 3 2 1 DK 
A system of designated trails in the 
Fossil Creek area 3 2 1 DK 
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15.   In order to protect Fossil Creek from significant recreation impacts, the Forest   
        Service is considering making some changes in how they manage recreation           
        use on Fossil Creek.  We have divided the area into two sections—Upper  
        Fossil Creek (from the Irving power plant upstream to and including Fossil  
        Springs but excluding wilderness) and Middle Fossil Creek (Irving power plant  
         downstream 2.9 miles to junction of Forest Roads 708 and 502). 
 

Please indicate your level of support for each of the following potential actions by 
putting an “S” next to actions you would support and an “N” next to actions you 
would not support, and a “DK” next to locations you don’t know if you could 
support.   

 
 Upper Fossil Creek – Irving upstream 
 

 ____allow day use only 
  
 ____ prohibit campfires 
 

____ construct a trail system between Fossil Springs and the current   
          dam site 
 

 Middle Fossil Creek – Irving downstream 2.9 miles 
 

 ____ continue to allow camping but only in designated dispersed  
           (undeveloped) camping sites 
  

____ move dispersed (undeveloped) camping away from the creek 
 
____ limit vehicle access near the creek 
 
____ construct a non-motorized trail along Fossil Creek between Irving  
          and the junction of Forest Roads 708 and 502. 
 
____ provide interpretative information on-site on the natural and  
         cultural features of Fossil Creek 
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Section III.  Visitor Information. 
 
These last questions will help us learn about the people who participated in the study.  
All information is STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL and WILL NOT be associated with you as 
an individual. 
 
16.  What is your home city and state?  
 
      City _______________________________   State _______________________ 
 
 
 
17.  Gender (check one):  _____ female  _____ male 
 
 
18.  Which best describes your race or ethnic group? (check one) 
 
 ____African American  
 ____Asian 
 ____Caucasian 
 ____Hispanic 
 ____Native American 
 ____Pacific Islander 
 ____Other  
 
 
19.  Which of the following best describes your current employment status?  
       (check one) 
 
 ____ full-time student   ____ employed full-time 
 ____ part-time student   ____ employed part-time 
 ____ unemployed    ____ full-time homemaker/caregiver 
 ____ retired     ____ other (specify) 
                 ________________________  
 
 
 
20.  Is there anything else you would like to tell us about your visit to Fossil Creek  
       area that was not covered in this survey? 
 
 
 
Thank you very much for your valuable input.  Please return the questionnaire in the 
enclosed postage paid envelope. 
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Appendix B: Answers to Final Open-Ended Question 
 

Is there anything else you would like to tell us about your visit to Fossil Creek? 
 
2004-2005 
 
• I hope we can keep fossil creek a special place for all of us to share. 
 
• With water not going into the flume there could be full flow without removal of the 

dam. It makes a wonderful swimming spot. 
  
• Garbage cans would be nice but if people are encouraged to pack out their own 

trash it is less expense to the Forest Service than having to pack out trash from 
garbage cans. 

         
• It is one of the most beautiful and peaceful places that I have ever been. It is getting 

more well known and crowded. I would like to see it remain a wilderness experience 
for people as much as possible and not get too commercial. I think preserving the 
history of the area is important too. While the flume may be a safety hazard could a 
section be preserved for future generations to see?   

 
• I feel that removing the dam will alter my favorite water/swimming area at Fossil 

Springs. It also seems as if removing the dam will have a significant, detrimental 
impact to the land around the dam because of the trucks and construction that will 
need access there  

 
• When our group came to the trail be the Irving Power Plant that goes downhill to the 

parking area, some people freaked out that the river was running fast. Two people 
came back up the trail, and about six of us walked all the way down the road and 
had to climb through the fence that said keep out. I never saw the creek crossing at 
the trail, but it was unnerving to some people. 

      
• Though this was my first trip to the area, I will return with my family and my scout 

troop! The areas around the spring are a perfect place to camp for 1st time 
backpackers. My only concern is that the upper Fossil Creek area (as you 
designated it) remains vehicle free! Allowing ATV or other vehicle access would 
quickly, destroy a beautiful environment. A wilderness designation would be 
awesome! The middle area was thoroughly covered with trash and unsightly fire pits. 
Our scouts hauled three bags of garbage from the area just south of the power plant 
and it didn’t seem to make a dent in the trash. We encounter at least five scout 
troops at the springs. Lets us help! If a council or district scheduled clean-up 
activities they would likely be well-received. Thank you for your efforts!  

 
• Thanks- the area was well maintained clean very little litter  
 
• Minimal maintenance only 
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2006 
 

• I love it the way it is.  The people that visit fossil springs are 95% very considerate, 
loving nature, and very loving.  In the 15 years I’ve been in the area, I’ve never seen 
a problem with the people there. 

 
• The bathrooms at Childs campground were extremely dirty, no toilet paper, no trash 

receptacles, smell was horrible, and lots of graffiti.  Parking along road by bridge 
was replaced by large shoulders, therefore decreasing parking.  Many fast moving 
cars and trucks, a posted speed limit might be a good idea in middle of Fossil Creek. 

 
• Having lived in the rim area for almost 30 years, I am disgusted with improvements 

& then being charged entrance fees for areas I used to access for free.  It is God’s 
nature, not man’s profit source.  After Roosevelt Lake area was “improved”, I haven’t 
spent any time there since.  Keep it as natural & left alone as possible!!! 

 
• Fossil Creek area is one of my favorite areas in Arizona.  I have been going there 

since I was small to backpack and river run.  I don’t really like the things I have seen 
happening to Fossil.  I loved it the way it was.  What I’ve heard about, campgrounds, 
and the dam removed hurts me.  That will ruin it from a historical standpoint and the 
fact I come here not to see campgrounds, toilets, signs, etc.  Protect nature, less is 
better, please leave dam & parts of the flume.  Thanks for helping out Fossil, let’s 
save it & respect it. 

 
• I enjoyed our visit to Fossil Creek, especially because it was essentially unimproved.  

I believe we have to trust the public to keep our primitive areas pristine.  I don't 
frequent many improved recreational areas.  I don't want to go to areas that are set 
up like city parks, but I do appreciate people like your selves who care about places 
like Fossil Springs. 

 
• The Fossil Springs Trail is very rocky with a lot of exposed uneven rocks.  This 

condition is natural, but hard on our feet.  However, maybe this helps to keep a 
limited number of hikers on the trail and add to a more isolated experience.  The 
trailhead for Fossil Springs could use better signs to help guide hikers from the 
parking lot to the actual trail head located at the smaller/lower parking lot.  After 
parking at the fist lot + starting to hike I was disappointed to see a second lot that 
would have saved time + energy.  Thank you for listening. 

 
• That I am very glad that Fossil Creek is still open!  I enjoy it very much and I would 

be more than happy to help in any way to prevent the trash and anything else.  
Thank you for handing out this survey.  

 
• Absolutely under no circumstances should this ever be a fee site!  If development 

would require a fee, do not develop!! 


